CASMII Iran Primer / April 2025

We are alarmed to once-again be witnessing a massive military build-up and preparations for an
illegal US attack, this time against Iran, complete with a public relations offensive to
manufacture consent for it. President Donald Trump campaigned on avoiding wars of choice
and nation building. Yet his administration has continued supporting the Israeli ethnic cleansing
and genocide in Palestine, bombing Yemen and threatening Iran with an attack that many
experts see as the opening act to a new decades-long conflict in the Middle East, one that will
inevitably go nuclear.

The International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg, which convicted the Nazi leaders after World
War IlI, declared the crime of aggression, including planning, preparing, initiating, or waging a
war of aggression, as the “supreme international crime” because it contains the accumulated
evil of all other crimes.

The US, Israel and their European allies have committed this “supreme international crime”
multiple times in recent history. They have launched illegal invasions and occupations of
Afghanistan and Iraq as well as in the illegal intervention and occupation of Syria, Lebanon,
Libya and Palestine. They have become rogue states according to the rules of the institutions
US and its allies set up after World War |l to prevent aggression and genocide.

Iran’s Nuclear Program

1. US Intelligence says Iran is not building a nuclear weapon. US National Intelligence
Estimates have consistently stated, including on 25 March 2025, that Iran does not have
a nuclear weapon program now nor has it decided to pursue one [1].

2. Iran’s Leadership has a long-standing policy against all Weapons of Mass
Destruction. The leader of the Islamic Republic issued a fatwa (religious edict of the
highest order) in 2003 against the production, stockpiling and use of nuclear weapons
[2a]. Western countries actively supported, armed and supplied Saddam Hussein while
he was using chemical weapons in his war of aggression against Iran. Ayatollah
Khomeini rejected the suggestion that Iran produce its own chemical weapons in
retaliation, and issued a fatwa against all weapons of mass destruction [2b].

3. Iran has the right to nuclear energy enshrined in International law. Both the nuclear
non-proliferation treaty (NPT) ratified by Iran in 1970 and the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA) signed by Iran in 2015 allow for civilian nuclear energy production in
the country [3].



Hostilities toward Iran

4. Contrary to their projections, it's the US and Israel that act irresponsibly with
regard to nuclear proliferation. US and Israel's aggressive opposition to Iran’s
legitimate right to have a peaceful nuclear program has been a long term pretext for war
and regime change in lIran to maintain US-Israeli regional supremacy and in
confrontation with Russia and China. The US is the only country which has used nuclear
weapons directly on non-military targets for the purpose of maximizing casualties. Its
nuclear posture allows it to use nuclear weapons against non-nuclear states, and
expressly against Iran. Israel has illegally acquired nuclear weapons, allows no safety
inspections and has threatened to use them against Iran and the Palestinian population
in Gaza [4a]. In clear violation of both international and its own domestic laws [4b], the
US sells advanced weapons to a rogue nuclear weapons state [4c], and refuses to
consider a regional nuclear-free zone if it means Israel also has to follow the rules.

5. Iran has been a victim of US aggression. Iran has never been a threat to the US or its
European allies, but it has been the victim of the joint US-UK coup in 1953 which
overthrew the democratically elected government of Dr. Mossadegh and brought the
despotic Shah back to power. Since 1979, Iranian people’s aspirations for political and
economic independence have been thwarted by a bloody eight year war with Iraq which
was supported by US [5a], UK [5b] and EU countries [5c][5d], followed by decades of
US-Israeli led sanctions [5€], terrorism [5f][5g][5h], assassinations [5i][5]][5k], psy-ops
[51][5m], regime change [5n] plots, and chronic threats of military attack [50][5p]. Iran's
ancient cultural heritage was explicitly targeted for destruction in January 2020 when the
US president repeatedly threatened to destroy 52 Iranian cultural and historic sites [5q].

6. lIranian people suffer from devastating US imposed sanctions. Iran has been under
sanctions since 1979, but in the past 20 years, they have intensified to be some of the
most deadly forms of economic warfare in history. The US punishes other countries for
trading with Iran, and purposefully targets Iran’s civilian sector in order to create political
unrest [6a]. When time and time again these criminal instruments fail to achieve their
goals, the only response from US administrations of both parties is to intensify the
suffering to the “maximum”. These "unilateral coercive measures” are illegal under
international law [6b].

7. US, UK and EU are violating many international obligations. As nuclear weapons
state signatories of the NPT, the US and UK are obligated not just to tolerate but support
civilian nuclear energy in non-weapons states while reducing —with the aim of completely
eliminating— their own nuclear weapons [7a]. Iran’s enrichment of uranium well below the
90% level required for weaponization, is legitimate based on Iran’s rights under the NPT.
None other than the Trump Administration itself regularly certified Iran’s full compliance



with the JCPOA prior to pulling the US out of it in 2018. The remedial provisions of the
JCPOA also support Iran’s position. The European trio members of the treaty (UK,
France and Germany) are in violation of their obligations to remove sanctions on Iran
[7b].

Consequences of an attack on Iran

8. War with Iran will be devastating for the world economy. If Iran is attacked by the US
or its allies, Iran can successfully attack US bases in the region and defeat an invasion,
according to multiple simulations by the US military [8a][8b][8c]. It can close the strait of
Hormuz to shipping [8d], disrupting the flow of oil which could collapse the world
economy [8e] after the disarray caused by Trump’s tariffs on all countries.

9. The US will be dragged into another costly decades-long war in the Middle East.
The US and its allies can start a war against Iran but they will not be able to control,
contain or end it, forcing the US and its allies into a long war, which will create a
conflagration in the region and worldwide, significantly damaging the US and its western
allies [9].

10. Iran could change its nuclear posture. Ali Larijani as a senior advisor to the leader of
the Islamic Republic has recently stated that if Iran is attacked by the US or its allies,
Iran could change its nuclear posture [10]. Any military attack on Iran under the pretext
of stopping its non-existing nuclear weapons program will therefore have the opposite
effect of reversing Iran’s decision not to acquire nuclear weapons.
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